
From: Williams, Edwina (VDSS) [mailto:edwina.williams@dss.virginia.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2013 8:46 AM 
To: licensinglistserv@virginiainteractive.org 

Subject: Save the Date: March 12, 2013 is the Statewide Tornado Drill 
Importance: High 

 

This file is being sent to providers of assisted living facilities, adult day care 

centers, children’s residential facilities, child day care centers and family day 

homes from the Virginia Department of Social Services Email Distribution 

Service.  

***Please do not reply to this email.*** 

 
Good Afternoon, 
 

The information below references the Statewide Tornado Drill to be held on March 12, 2013.  As you can 
see, in the past nearly every part of Virginia has been impacted by tornados.  Although not mandatory, 

you are encouraged to participate in the drill to increase your awareness and preparedness in the event 

your facility is ever involved in a tornado situation. 
 

Thank you,   

 
 
Annette S. Kelley, M.S.; C.S.A.C. 
Provider Training Consultant 
Virginia Department of Social Services 
Division of Licensing Programs 
WyteStone Bldg. 
801 East Main Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 
annette.kelley@dss.virginia.gov 
804-726-7632 
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From: VDEM Public Affairs Office [mailto:pio@vdem.virginia.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 1:33 PM 
To: Kelley, Annette (VDSS) 

Subject: Save the date: March 12 is Statewide Tornado Drill 

 

 

10501 Trade Court 

Richmond, Virginia 23236 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

January 23, 2013 

CONTACT: Bob Spieldenner 

(804) 674-2400 or 804-897-6510 

bob.spieldenner@vdem.virginia.gov 

Save the date: March 12 is Statewide Tornado Drill 

RICHMOND, Va. – Registration is now open for the March 12 Statewide Tornado Drill.  

Businesses and organizations, schools and colleges, and families and individuals can practice 

taking cover from tornadoes by participating in this annual safety exercise, set for 9:45 a.m. 

“During the past two years, 62 twisters hit Virginia,” said Michael Cline, state coordinator for 

emergency management.  “In fact, in 2011 we had the second highest number on record.  Ten 

people were killed and more than 100 were injured.  More than 210 homes were destroyed.  It’s 

critically important that everyone know what to do when a tornado warning is issued.” 

The annual drill is a joint effort of the National Weather Service and the Virginia Department of 

Emergency Management.  To start the drill, at approximately 9:45 a.m., a test tornado warning 

will be sent by the NWS to NOAA Weather Radios.  These radios will sound a tone alert and 

message, or flash to indicate a message, simulating what people will hear or see during an actual 

tornado warning.  The test message then will be broadcast by many local radio and TV stations.  

Registration for the Statewide Tornado Drill is not required, but residents are encouraged to sign 

up to show their support.  Learn more about tornado safety, how to hold a drill, and how to 

register for the drill at www.vaemergency.gov/readyvirginia/stayinformed/tornadoes. 

Here’s a look back at tornadoes in Virginia during 2012: 

 11 tornadoes were recorded (8 EFO and 3 EF1). 

 There were no deaths, but six people were injured. 

 Property damage totaled $3 million. 

 The highest number of tornados occurred in June (6). 
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During 2011: 

 51 tornadoes hit, the second highest number on record (87 struck in 2004). 

 In April, 10 people died and more than 100 were injured. 

 Most tornadoes occurred during April, but tornadoes also were recorded in March, May, 

August, September, October and November. 

 In April, 212 homes and 17 businesses were destroyed; more than 1,050 homes and 

businesses were damaged. 

 Nearly every part of Virginia experienced tornadoes, including mountain areas. 

 One-third of the tornadoes struck at night when people were asleep. 

-end- 
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